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Calculus (from Latin calculus, literally 'small pebble’, used for counting and calculations, as on an abacus) is
the mathematical study of continuous change, in the same way that geometry is the study of shape and
algebra is the study of generalizations of arithmetic operations.
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In multicellular organisms, cell size ranges over several orders of magnitude. This is most extreme in
gametes and polyploid cells but is also seen in diploid somatic cells and unicellular organisms.
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